
Re l ive i n  an e ra  when the  at tent ion of the world i s  focused 

on the  e f f o r t s  of nations t o  f ind ways t o  work together in common 

purpose. 

The objective of the  World Health Organization--to work together 

i n  the  common purpose of a t t a i n b g  nthe highest possible leve l  of health" 

throughout the world--is one of the  fioblest of these e f for t s ,  and one 

showing the  greatest  success thus far. 

The Organization has approached i ts  objectives-whether they 

have been the  eradication of malaria, the  development of community 

water supply programs, or t he  promotion of international medical research 

--as a body of medical and health sc i en t i s t s  larqely unfettered by 

p o l i t i c a l  considerations which have caused so m a n y  other international 

enterprises t o  f a i l .  

Today, a s  I appear before t h i s v o r l d  Health Assembly f o r  t he  

fourth time, I would l i k e  t o  address myself t o  an objective which the  

United S ta tes  shares with the  taorld Health Organization-the promotion 

of international medical research. I n  sharing t h i s  objective we share 

two other areas of Znterest. 

s t a tus  of health throughout t he  world. 

nation tha t  international medical research shall not become a weapon 

of the  cold w a r ,  t h a t  it s h a l l  always remain on a sc ien t i s t  t o  sc ien t i s t ,  

doctor t o  doctor bas i s  and not on a p o l i t i a a l  plane. 

One i s  a mutual concern f o r  promoting the 

The other is a mutual determi- 
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This determination on the  par t  of the United S ta tes  t o  keep 

medical research out of the international p o l i t i c a l  arena i s  a ref lect ion 

of our domestic policy of supporting medical research without p o l i t i c a l  

interference. 

which recommends appropriations f o r  t he  medical research programs of 

the  Public Health Service and the  National In s t i t u t e s  of Health, I have 

helped maintain t h i s  policy. 

appropriations i s  based t o  a large extent on what t he  nation's leading 

s c i e n t i s t s  t e l l  us is  needed t o  advznce the research on which we a l l  

depend f o r  t he  means t o  longer l i f e  and be t te r  health. 

and I sometimes urge the  sc i en t i s t s  t o  take a second look a t  the  needs, 

t o  feel  f r e e  of penny-pinching considerations on t h i s  v i t a l  matter of 

research t o  promote the nation's health. Yet in our deliberations a s  

a committee, and in t he  Con>gress a s  a whole, there i s  no attempt t o  

influence the  research by a p o l i t i c a l  viewpoint o r  t o  d i r ec t  medical 

research t o  follow a p o l i t i c a l  policy. 

As chairman f o r  m a n y  years of a Congressional cormittee 

6wr decision on the amount of the  

True, my com.nittee 

To return t o  the international scene, I would l i k e  t o  examine 

fo r  a few minutes the  evolution of international health ac t iv i t ies ,  and 

from them, international medical research act ivi t ies .  

Historically,  a s  we h o w  nations collaborated on health matters 

in the in t e re s t  of protecting trade-not human health. Quarantine 

measures t o  control cholera, plague, yellow fever and smaUp0x had 

operated since the  l4 th  century, but with the  expansion of trade,  they 

began t o  encumber shipping. 

quarantine regulations; infected ships mere burned. 

a t  times ran as high as 505 of cargo values. 

Sai lors  were punished f o r  disobeying 

Quarantine expenses 
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The first  discussion of quarantine measures on the  international 

l eve l  took place in Faris i n  1851 and was followed by nine other meet- 

before 1900. 

cause medical science was not sufficiently developed t o  deal adequately 

with the  problems a t  hand. 

Nothing came of them, except the f ac t  of having met, be- 

The world's first permanent international health organization, 

the Pan American Sanitary Burea, was established in the IVestern 

Hemisphere early i n  the century, antedating by almost a decade the 

organizations from which OUT IVorld Health Organization here in Geneva 

t races  i t s  descent. 

record of achievement in eradicating the so -called "infectious disease 

belt tx of t he  world. 

%e can alJ. be proud of t h i s  youngest organization's 

As these infectious diseases are brought under control, other 

problems, unfortunately, a r i s e  t o  take the i r  place. The chronic di- 

abling diseases-heart disease, cancer, mental i l lness ,  neurological 

disorders- -have emerged as the health Froblems of our time. 

Throughout history, health problems-whether chronic or acute-- 

have transcended national boundaries. 

But with the  well-known discoveries of such men as Pasteur in 

France, Koch in Germany, Fleming and I js ter  in &gland, and Pavlov i n  

Russia, it became evident t h a t  there would be an international solution 

t o  an international problem. 

through research. 

And part  of t h i s  solution vas t o  come 
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And so it was t h a t  i n  1959 the  U. S. proposed a t  t he  Tenth 

Vorld Health Assembly in  Minneapolis t ha t  the Korld Health Organization 

intensively examine its ro l e  in medical and health research, and made a 

grant t o  support an intensive study 6irected. toward tha t  end. 

During t h i s  same period, stepb were taken in the  Congress of 

the  United S ta tes  t o  expand somewhat our international medical research 

ac t iv i t ies .  

Health Research Act of 1960 vhich 1 introduced in the  House of Repre- 

sentatives. 

of Health had. been authorized t o  support research investigations i n  this 

and other countries, it was t h i s  1960 Act that  gave f o r  the first t b e  

expl ic i t  and emphatic expression t o  Congress' support of international 

medical research. 

I refer ,  of course, t o  the  passage of the  International 

Althouqh since its founding i n  1930, the  National In s t i t u t e s  

Underlying t h i s  support was the  Congressional intention t h a t  

a c lear  d i s t inc t ion  must be drawn between technical assistance and 

foreign aid programs on the one hand, and. on the other, the  support of 

research abroad. 

solely in  t h e  in t e re s t s  of science. 

research performed by for5ign sc i en t i s t s  when such studies vi11 advance 

The research program has been established and conducted 

Its objective is t o  support medical 

the health s t a tus  of the  United S ta t e s  as w e l l  as the country i n  which 

the  research is conducted. 

The program may be compared t o  a three-lezged stool. The legs, 

a l l  of which are necessary t o  support &he stool, are the  research grants 

program, the  t ra ining program, and the  program fo r  the d.issemination of 

research findings. 
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Research ,grants are  awarded t o  support studies of infectious 

disease, nutr i t ion,  and epidemiological surveys of large popuJation 

groups, t o  mention but a few areas  of interest .  These projects a r e  

supported s t r i c t l y  on the  basis  of t h e i r  sc ien t i f ic  merit a f t e r  thorough 

and painstaking technical review. 

And because the  program i s  neither an aid. or  a welfare program, 

research grants abroad a re  made t o  add t o  ra ther  than t o  replace exist- 

ing  loca l  programs, with the  ultimate objective of encouraginq the  

recipient  country t o  assure increasing support of i t s  own science 

ac t iv i t ies .  

As an example of t he  United S ta tes  intention t o  support over- 

seas research out of scientific--not political--consid.erations, I 

would l i k e  t o  c a l l  a t tent ion t o  a recent grant of 82 million which 

the  National Insti tutes of Health has made t o  Poland. 

The grant is financing a program of cooperation between Polish 

and United S ta tes  s c i en t i s t s  on ten laboratory projects ranging from 

functional organization of the brain t o  causes of prenatal malformation 

i n  children. 

scient is ts .  

Most of the  research w i l l  be Sone in Poland by Polish 

Discussions leading t o  t h i s  agreement survived the  Berlin c r i s i s  

Yet because and numerous other W e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f icu l t ies .  

our countries have been seeking similar objectives, because the  uniting 

of our d3fferent approaches could mean greater progress in a shorter amount 

of time, w e  have collaborated f o r  the  benefit  of a11 mankind. 
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The second leg of the  stool-the research t ra ining program- 

has as its major element the  International Fellowships Program. 

it, outstanding young medical s c i en t i s t s  may study f o r  periods up t o  

two years in United S ta tes  un ivers i t i t es  and research insti tutions.  

addition, U. S. sc i en t i s t s  are able t o  study abroad under the sponsor- 

ship of outstandirlg foreiqn research sc i en t i s t s  under t h i s  program. 

Under 

In 

The th i rd  l eg  of' the  s too l  i s  most v i t a l  because i ts  purpose is 

t o  disseminate new research findings so t ha t  they may be nut t o  good 

use throuohout the  vorld. 

a r e  unprecedented. 

i n  medical l i t e r a t u r e  and arrange f o r  t he  prompt publication and 

dissemination of research information. 

and effective new vays t o  surmount language barr iers .  

I n  t h i s  new and unexplored area--the problems 

Re w i l l  have t o  f ind y:ays t o  handle the  '*explosiona 

?!e w i l l  have t o  f ind imaqinative 

In our e f f o r t  t o  dope with some of t he  perplexing problems, an 

expert from the United States  has recently been assigned t o  the  

Torld Health Organization as a spec ia l i s t  on the international exchange 

of sc ien t i f ic  information. 

This, i n  broad terms, is what me are doing. And the  reason we 

are doing it may be termed a kind of Msel f i sh  unselfishnessOtP For 

although we benefi t  from the t a l e n t s  and. skills of highly competent for- 

eign sc ien t i s t s ,  w e  are a t  the  same time helping t o  stren@hen the  

research knowledge and sc ien t i f ic  potent ia l  of not only the countries 

where research i s  supported, but of other countries as w e l l .  
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Te a re  supporting international research because it forges 

weapons f o r  peace, not war ;  because %here 2s a p e a t  need f o r  it, and 

our country must do what it can t o  help meet t ha t  need. 

supporting it because it w i l l  help i n  the  real izat ion of our asperations 

of be t te r  health for a be t te r  worldo 

$re are 

International health represents an endless quest f o r  freedom 

from hunger, freedom from t rag ic  d isab i l i ty ,  freedom from premature 

death, freedom from suffering. 

By working together i n  common purpose, by broadening meas of 

international cooperation and agreement, by s t ress ing f o r  the present 

t h a t  which can be stressed, and by channeling cer ta in  forces i n  

operation throuqhout the  world in to  meas of comrnon in te res t ,  we may 

hope eventually t o  achieve through vorld health, man's highest goal-- 

t ha t  of vorld order and world peace. 


